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Mrs. Linda and Dr. John Mellowes (center) joined President Hermann Viets, Ph.D.
at a recent Commencement. Dr. and Mrs. Mellowes are supporting MSOE’s planned
giving efforts through their John and Linda Mellowes Planned Giving Initiative.
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MSOE’s business model may remind us of 
the story of a manufacturer who loses money 
on each product but tries to make it up with
volume. Actually, because tuition does not 
cover the cost of an MSOE education, we lose
money on each student who enrolls and then
employers hire graduates away without
compensating us. So how do we overcome 
this faulty financial model?

The answer, of course, is support from our
alumni and other donors through voluntary
giving in three forms: annual gifts, major gifts
and planned giving. The first two are relatively
well understood in comparison to the third.
Planned giving is a financial plan that is in the
best interests of both the donor and MSOE. 
It generally involves financial (often estate)
planning and can involve other members of the
donor’s family and perhaps named recognition
of the donor.

MSOE has a particular effort underway, the
John and Linda Mellowes Planned Giving
Initiative supported by the Charter

Manufacturing Company Foundation Inc.
MSOE’s Scott Weaver, J.D. is leading that effort
and making good progress. He knows MSOE
very well, having a son, Jon Weaver, who
graduated in 2003.    

We certainly would like to talk with you
about planned giving and estate planning. As 
an attorney and planning specialist, Scott can
illustrate opportunities for you that coincide
with your personal objectives. Please give me 
a call at (414) 277-7100 or Scott directly at
(414) 277-7148. Read more about planned
giving on pages 16-17.

Sincerely,

Hermann Viets, Ph.D.
President

President’s Message
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G. Woodrow “Woodie” Adkins, MSOE Regent, adjunct
professor and holder of the Uihlein/Spitzer Chair of
Entrepreneurship, learned the ropes of running a business at
a young age on a dairy farm in Maryland. “Growing up on
the farm, I learned quickly how to deal with people,
animals, equipment and even learned some economics the
hard way,” he said. Adkins graduated from the University of
Maryland with a bachelor’s degree in agriculture education
and economics, and joined Swift & Company after
graduation. He ascended the corporate ladder in eight years
to the position of vice president of marketing and sales of
the branded meat business. Four years later, at the age of 33,
he was recruited to become the president of Wisconsin
Packing Company. During his watch over the next 15 years
the business grew from $21 million to more than $250
million in revenue. In 1990, with an entrepreneurial
mindset, he organized Adkins Holdings LLC as a personal
investment company. 

Adkins was named holder of the Uihlein/Spitzer Chair
of Entrepreneurship at MSOE’s Rader School of Business in
2004. He and Professor Larry Schmedeman developed and
taught three new courses focused on the skills and tools of
entrepreneurship in innovation, business planning, finance
and growth strategies. Adkins’ favorite part of teaching is
interaction with students. “I like students’ questions, and
believe that I am imparting some knowledge to them from a
practical experience standpoint,” he said.

Currently, Adkins is a managing partner of FCF Partners
LP, a private equity fund in Milwaukee. Prior to becoming a
partner he co-invested with the fund in 2001 in four food-
related companies and functioned as an executive partner
working with the management of the portfolio companies.
“I tried a brief retirement for six months in 2000, but I
couldn’t deal with the concept,” he joked. In his free time,
he enjoys upland game hunting, motorcycle riding with
friends and traveling. Adkins and his wife Doris have two
grown children who are married, and four granddaughters. 

•  Reading and utilizing what I read has helped me
develop a leadership and public speaking style. I
credit the Dale Carnegie courses and my active
involvement in the 4-H Club as a young person with
that development.

•  One should be entrepreneurial, even within an
organization, to progress and create a personal level of
satisfaction in life. 

•  Try not to become so fixated on a single life objective
that you miss other doors that open.

Adkins’ tools for success:

“I like students’ questions, and
believe that I am imparting some
knowledge to them from a
practical experience standpoint.”

Chartin
g your own future

Adkins with his wife Doris at the Fall 2012 Winter Commencement.



In January and February, sophomore nursing students invited children
and their parents to the nursing lab on campus for a health assessment. The
students interacted with children while simultaneously completing a health
history and a physical assessment of the child. A total of 19 children who
ranged from ages 7 weeks old up to 15 years old attended the event. “The
pediatric lab was a fun and rewarding experience. I loved being able to
apply what I was learning in lab on an actual person,” said Ashley Albrecht. 
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Solar savings 
Fourteen solar panels have been
installed on the roof of Margaret
Loock Residence Hall. They will
generate an estimated 1,100
therms of energy per year,
supplying about 20 percent of the
annual hot water needs of the
residence hall. They also avoid
approximately six tons of carbon
dioxide emissions per year. Dr.
Christopher Damm, associate
professor in the Mechanical
Engineering Department, led the
project, which began two years
ago and was funded entirely by the
City of Milwaukee, U.S.
Department of Energy, We
Energies and the State of
Wisconsin Focus on Energy
Program. The system serves as a
remote component of the
Mechanical Engineering
Department’s Renewable Energy
Systems Laboratory and
complements MSOE’s 30 kW
solar electric power plant on the
roof of the Campus Center. It will
be used, along with existing in-lab
systems, to teach students about
solar thermal energy. 
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News
“Breaking” news  
Construction begins soon on
MSOE’s new athletic field
and parking complex, and an
official groundbreaking
ceremony will be held Friday,
May 4, at 5 p.m. The athletic
field is being built on top of
an in-ground, 780-car parking
facility located at the
northwest corner of Broadway
and Knapp St., immediately north of the Kern Center. As an extension of the Kern Center,
it further supports MSOE’s commitment to student wellness and development as a whole
person. The $30 million project will have a significant impact on the Park East Corridor 
as the first major development of its kind in the area. The development is largely supported
with a very generous donation from Drs. Robert and Patricia Kern. Project updates and
photos will be posted regularly at www.msoe.edu/campus_projects.

Most Innovative College  
MSOE was named one of the 10
Most Innovative Colleges in the
Country by onlineuniversities.com.
The recognition came for Bridge,
MSOE’s dynamic social media
platform for prospective students.
MSOE was in good company:
others on the list include Olin
College, Carnegie Mellon,
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Harvard University
and more.

MSOE is military-friendly
MSOE was included in Military Advanced Education
magazine’s 2012 Guide to America’s Top Military-Friendly
Colleges & Universities for its dedication to promoting
quality educational programs that serve all branches of the
U.S. Armed Services. This is the third year MSOE has been
included in the guide.
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Recreating history
MSOE’s Rapid Prototyping Center is helping the
Chipstone Foundation create an artifact to display at
the Milwaukee Art Museum. The exhibit, “Face Jugs:
Art and Ritual in 19th-Century South Carolina,”
features face jug vessels that were created by slaves in
the Edgefield District of South Carolina. Vince
Anewenter ’11, RPC manager of operations (pictured),
used 3D laser scanning to create an exact digital copy of
an original face jug. Using the digital file, Anewenter
and biomedical engineering student Nora Huang
worked with Brian Gillis, the commissioned artist, to
convert the model into a time capsule. Using Selective
Laser Sintering technology the RPC additively
manufactured the actual time capsule, which will be on
display at the Milwaukee Art Museum April 26-Aug. 5. 

Industry Day with Rockwell Collins 
The Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
Department, led by Drs. Eric Durant ’98, Rich Kelnhofer,
Mark Sebern and Steve Williams, worked with alumni and
industry advisory committee members at Rockwell Collins
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to execute an Industry Day at
MSOE. Six Rockwell Collins employees, mostly MSOE
alumni, gave guest lectures in 15 classes, presented eight free-
hour talks, and sponsored a pizza dinner and keynote talk for
175 EECS students. Thirty EECS students then traveled to
Rockwell Collins with Drs. Durant, Mark Hornick, Sebern
and Williams for a facility tour and reception with MSOE
alumni working at Rockwell Collins.

MSOE Leadership Day
Clover Barnes ’01, chief operations officer of
Milwaukee Health Services; Former Lt. Governor
Margaret Farrow; and Clint Wenthur ’98,
engineering and quality manager at Plexus, shared
their professional and life experience at the
university’s first annual Leadership Day. They
offered wisdom and insight on what true
leadership is and how to demonstrate leadership.
The event was sponsored by Phi Beta Lambda
and the Student Activities Department.

Educator of the Year 
Blake Wentz has been named the 2012 Mechanical
Contractors Association of America (MCAA)
Educator of the Year. Wentz is an assistant professor
and construction management program director in
the Civil and Architectural Engineering and
Construction Management Department. He is also
the MCAA Student Chapter advisor at MSOE.
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Amigos y agua 
Students in Dr. Michael Carriere and
Dr. Patrick Jung’s Latin American
Society class traveled to Guatemala
for a week this Spring. During
Winter Quarter they learned about
the people and places of Guatemala.
The trip furthered the students’
education, and they also completed
work that will be the first step toward
building a water system in the small
village of La Pila. Students surveyed
family homesteads and farm fields to
examine the feasibility of building
water catchment and drip water
systems. MSOE’s Engineers Without
Borders student group is now
evaluating the information and

considering this as a future project. The class and EWB worked with
Behrhorst Partners for Development, a non-governmental organization
that does many public health projects in Guatemala.

Outstanding!
MSOE’s student chapter of the Society of
Automotive Engineers (SAE) was the Class 2
recipient of the 2011 SAE Honeywell
Outstanding Collegiate Branch Award. They
received the award, which came with an $850
check, in recognition of exemplary
performance in the areas of technical
meetings, networking opportunities,
Collegiate Design Series competitions,
promoting SAE membership, and community
service programs like A World In Motion®.

Students’ business skills go national
MSOE students won first place in five events and
finished in second or third place in 10 other
categories at the annual Wisconsin Future Business
Leaders of America/Phi Beta Lambda (FBLA/PBL)
Conference. All 10 of the MSOE students
competing at the state conference qualified for the
national competitions to be held this summer in San
Antonio. They competed against more than 100
students from UW-Madison, UW-Oshkosh, UW-
Whitewater, UW-Green Bay and
more. Dr. Michael Payne, assistant
professor in the Rader School of
Business, is the Phi Beta Lambda
group’s advisor.

Back, l-r: Mollie Zuberbier, Henry Luecht, Jake Larson, John von Helms, Steve
Luecht. Front, l-r: Carly Uuskallio, Garrick Jannene, Spencer Rode, Sid Bickle

“OP”portunity Conference winners
Nearly 70 teams of high school students put their computer, math and
science skills to the test during MSOE’s annual “OP”portunity Conference.
The OP Conference gives high school students the opportunity to
demonstrate excellence in academic pursuits. Cary-Grove (Ill.) High
School (Team A) won the computer competition. Marquette University
High School, Milwaukee, won the math competition and Libertyville (Ill.)
High School (Team A) won the science competition.

News

Scan for more
information.
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Web app and sustainable building
companies win MSOE competition 
Sharing top prize
in the sixth
annual MSOE
Business Plan
Competition
were The
Notebook, a company developing innovative
services and Web apps for college students,
and Xeratec, a property development business
focused on environmentally sustainable
building renovation. Victor Bande, Max
Poeske and Jaren Singh of The Notebook,
and Andrew Hillstrom and Keith Kumpula
of Xeratec, will represent MSOE at the
Mason-Wells BizStarts Collegiate Business
Plan Competition between 21 Wisconsin
universities. The MSOE competition is
sponsored by MSOE’s Uihlein/Spitzer
Center for Entrepreneurship and supported
by MSOE’s Kern Entrepreneurship Education
Network (KEEN) project grant. Dr. Jeffrey
Blessing, professor, Rader School of Business,

serves as Kern Fellow
and competition
coordinator.

Scan to read about these
and other winners.

Local schools compete in
Fluid Power Challenge
Fifteen teams of eighth-grade students
competed in the Fluid Power
Challenge in December at MSOE.
They solved a fluid power challenge by
designing and constructing a
mechanism that used fluid power
technology. Mitchell Middle School
was the Overall Champion and
Portfolio Champion. Steffen Middle
School was the Design Champion,
Team Work Champion and Team
Challenge Champion. The program is
sponsored by the National Fluid
Power Association and is designed to
introduce students to the world of
engineering and careers in fluid power.

Three-peat!
Architectural engineering and construction management students won
the Preconstruction National Championship for the third straight year
at the annual Associated Schools of Construction (ASC) Student
Competition. Team members (pictured, left to right) are Jared Gothard,
Cate Scholfield, Matt Bakke, Chris Dublinski and team coach Dr. Jeong
Woo. Not pictured are Josh Halvorsen, Nick Zamorski, Theodore
Bulinski (alternate) and Bryan Makatura (alternate). To win, the
students prepared a preconstruction proposal for a $200 million Ritz
Carlton Ski Resort in Vail, Colo. PCL Construction judging panelists
commented on the high caliber of MSOE students and said, “The
MSOE team is the Yankees of Preconstruction.” Woo, assistant professor
in the Civil and Architectural Engineering and Construction
Management Department, coached the team.
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News
Marshfield H.S. wins regional Science Bowl
Marshfield (Wis.) High School won the Wisconsin regional championship in
the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) National Science Bowl® for high
school students at MSOE. The winning team advances to Washington, D.C.,
to compete against 68 other regional winners. This is the third year in a row
that Marshfield High School won the regional championship. Twenty teams
of high school students from Wisconsin were quizzed on biology, chemistry,
earth and science, physics, astronomy and math. 

William Breese, director of housing, earned his Ph.D. in
Leadership for the Advancement of Learning and Service in
Higher Education from Cardinal Stritch University.

Sheku Kamara ’01, is now director of the Rapid Prototyping
Center and Vince Anewenter ’11 is manager of operations.

Judy Prest, admission counselor, has moved from the Office of
Continuing Studies to Enrollment Management.

Chris Raebel ’94, assistant professor in the Civil and
Architectural Engineering and Construction Management
Department, earned his Ph.D. in Civil Engineering with a
structural emphasis from Marquette University.

New faculty
Civil and Architectural Engineering and Construction
Management
J. W. Spear, Lecturer

Mechanical Engineering
Robert Chang, Lecturer
Thomas Samuel, Lecturer

Physics and Chemistry
Dr. Ingrid Buxton, Adjunct Assistant Professor

New staff
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science/Mathematics
Sandra Pierce, Administrative Assistant

Facilities
Joseph Goodman, Electrician
Peter Lahmann, HVAC Technician
Kyle Schulz, Custodian

Finance
Patrice Brunette, Staff Accountant

Financial Aid
Erik Mozolik, Senior Financial Aid Counselor
Lucy Spicuzza, Financial Aid Counselor

Physics and Chemistry
Cherrie Raimann, Administrative Assistant

Project Lead The Way
Patricia Deibert, Associate Affiliate Director

**Editor’s Note: Future staff and faculty appointments and promotions will be
reported in the MSOE Newsroom: www.msoe.edu/newsroom.

Student receives heroism award
Freshman mechanical engineering major Daniel Maughan
received the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) Heroism Award.
Maughan traveled to Washington, D.C., to receive the award
which was presented by his Congressman, Kenny Marchant,
of the 24th District of Texas. The Heroism Award is the
third-highest award presented by BSA for lifesaving and

meritorious action, reserved for individuals who have
demonstrated heroism and skill in saving or attempting to
save a life. Maughan’s father, Mike, suffered a heart attack due
to an unknown blood clot. In an act of heroism, Maughan
performed CPR on his father until paramedics arrived on
scene. Due to the trauma caused by the blood clot, Mike later
passed away with his family by his side.

On the Move

Find more highlights and news in the Newsroom at
www.msoe.edu/newsroom
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Great Lakers: Selections from the
Great Lakes Marine Collection of the
Milwaukee Public Library
May 11 – Aug. 6, 2012
Presented by the Wisconsin Marine Historical Society

Hand-selected from the collections of the Milwaukee Public Library, this
exhibition features paintings, prints and photos of Great Lakes boats of the
19th and 20th centuries. Works by such artists as Edmund Lewandowski,
Robert von Neumann and Fritz Gerlach are featured alongside photos and
effects from Great Lakers like the W.E. Fitzgerald, Edmund Fitzgerald,
Christopher Columbus, and the Meteor, among others. Boat models and
‘working boats’ slide shows are also included in this unique display.

For more information on this and other exhibits, visit www.msoe.edu/museum. 

Edmund Lewandowski
American (1914-1998)
Edmund Fitzgerald
Oil on canvas
31 1/2 x 41 ¾ in.

Current Exhibit:
Through April 22, 2012
H.D. Tylle: Touring Germany and Working in Wisconsin

More than 70 large oil paintings by artist H.D. Tylle were
presented to the German public in October 2011. They
formed an overview of the German industrial world and
included representations of companies like Merck and BMW.
Many of those same pieces are featured in the Grohmann
Museum exhibit, in addition to Tylle’s representations of
Wisconsin companies such as Charter Manufacturing,
Kondex and Pieper Electric, among others.

Gallery Night Event: Friday, April 20, 2012, 5 – 9 p.m.

Focus on
Grohmann Museum
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Elementary and middle school students from Our Next Generation Inc.
celebrated the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on campus.
They also saw the unveiling of a four-foot tall replica cake of the Martin
Luther King National Memorial created by technical communication
senior Barbara Meyer.

Most MSOE students can recite the laws
of thermodynamics, but do they know the
difference between a salad fork and a
dinner fork? Business-etiquette consultant
Margery Sinclair guided students
through the intricacies of a four-course
dinner, hosted by Counseling Services, to
help them improve dining etiquette and
business conversation. 

The MSOE Symphony Orchestra added
some festivity to campus with their
holiday concert, held in December. 

Always a favorite amongst children and parents, the
Society of Model Engineers held its annual Train Time
gathering on campus in March. Kids enjoyed looking at
scale models of trains built by local railroad clubs.
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More than 2,000 people attended
91.7 FM WMSE’s 10th Annual
Rockabilly Chili Contest in the Kern
Center, raising more than $44,000
for WMSE and hundreds of pounds
of food for the Hunger Task Force.

The MSOE Investment Club hosted lunch with Dr. Eckhart
Grohmann, MSOE Regent and supporter. All students were invited
to hear Grohmann discuss entrepreneurship and his Man at Work
collection, featured in the Grohmann Museum.

Twenty-two high schools competed in the 2012 Milwaukee Regional
Rube Goldberg Machine Contest in March, where MSOE was a
sponsor. This year’s challenge was to inflate a balloon and pop it in
20 or more steps.

The MSOE Dance Team performed during halftime at a Milwaukee Wave
soccer match. “Dancing at the Wave game was awesome—performing in front
of a large crowd was an adrenaline rush that pumped us up. We also got to
meet the players and get their autographs,” said team member Kira Hansen.
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the patron saint of engineers—is alive
and well at MSOE. The week-long 
St. Pat’s celebration featured games,

food, a march through
downtown Milwaukee and lots
of severed neck ties.

Find more photos and videos of
the St. Pat’s celebrations online
at www.msoe.edu/stpats/.

Left to right: Phoebe
Skowronski, Emily Dvorsky,
Marissa Parent, Tyler Loehrl,
Kara Stuiber, Kash Engineer

and Ben Parrish posed in front of their SUB
booth during the St. Pat’s Carnival.

This year, 11 eggs survived the
annual egg drop challenge—
where students build
contraptions to protect an egg
from a three-story fall. A team
from FOX 6’s Real Milwaukee
morning TV show competed and
succeeded with an in-tact egg!

The entire campus was invited to participate in the Raider Rally, where participants marched
through the streets of Milwaukee to take on the Fir Darrig for control of the university.

Architectural engineering junior Tiffany
Biagini was elected this year’s St. Patrick—
the second female St. Patrick in the history
of MSOE! She celebrated after cutting Dr.
Viets’ tie, signing the proclamation and
gaining control of the university for the day.
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Spring is a busy time of year on campus, the 
Civil and Architectural Engineering and
Construction Management Department
(CAECM) being no exception. We’ve got 
the scoop on the latest CAECM events, 
from Career Night and Senior Design to a
symposium about the world’s tallest building.

Lawrence C. Novak, SE, SECB, LEED®AP, director,
engineered buildings for Portland Cement Association, gave a
presentation titled “The Philosophy of Engineering for the
Burj Khalifa, the World’s Tallest Building.” The symposium
was attended by CAECM students, faculty, staff and alumni. 

Sanesh Thomas (left), sophomore architectural engineering major, spoke
with Tom Brady of Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates Inc. at the annual
Career Night event, attended by more than 30 companies.

CAECM Department HappeningsCAECM Department Happenings

Team members (left to right) Samantha Pekarscik, Michael
Olk, Juan Montenegro, Tanya Otto, Ben Sprecher, James
Saxton, Jake Edler, Brandin Keltner and Abdul Almishwat
presented their senior design model for a new elementary
school in Williams Bay, Wis. 
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The MSOE hockey team reached the NCAA Division III
tournament for the first time in school history by winning the
Midwest Collegiate Hockey Association Harris Cup for the first
time since 2006. The Raiders defeated Adrian 4-3 in overtime to
secure their spot in the national tournament. MSOE fell to
Gustavus Adolphus 3-1 in the first round of the NCAA
Division III Championship. The Raiders finished the season
ranked No. 8 in the USCHO.com Division III national poll.
The team was ranked in every poll this season including a
program best No. 6 in the poll before the NCAA tournament.

MSOE (22-7-1, 16-3-1 MCHA) led all teams with three players
being honored on the All-U.S. College Hockey Online
(USCHO.com) teams. Junior forward Jordan Keizer was named
to the Second Team while senior goalie Connor Toomey was
selected to the Third Team. Freshman forward Josh Keizer was
picked as a member of the All-Rookie Team. Toomey and
Jordan Keizer were also named to the ACHA All-American
teams. Toomey was selected to the First Team while Keizer is a
member of the Second Team.

Toomey, Jordan Keizer, junior defenseman Nathan Brunk and
Josh Keizer were all named Midwest Collegiate Hockey
Association All-Conference. Josh Keizer and freshman
defenseman Logan Bauman were selected to the MCHA All-
Freshman Team.

Toomey finished his MSOE career as the all-time leader in
school history for wins (64), goals against average (2.32), save
percentage (.913), saves (2,480) and shutouts (10). Among all
Division III players, Toomey was eighth in goals against average
at 1.98 and tied for fifth with three shutouts.

Jordan Keizer led the country with seven short-handed goals
and seven game-winning goals. He finished second in goals (23)
and points (45) nationally. He also scored the most goals in
MCHA play with 16 and was second with 34 points in
conference action. 

In MCHA play, Josh Keizer was right behind his brother with
13 goals in conference play and tied for the lead in freshman
scoring in MCHA action at 25 points. Around the country, he
was third in points among rookies.

MSOE hockey reaches NCAA tournament for first time; Toomey and Jordan and Josh Keizer
earn national honors


